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LETTER, &c. 



SIR, 

THOUGH, with the old gentleman 
you mention, I am not wholly oc- 
cupied in the concerns of trader nor quite a 
flranger to the rije and fall ofempirest yet 
with him, I muft own myfeFf unable to 
comprehend the expediency of intirely 
feparating from our North American co- 
lonies, and declaring them to be a free 
and independent people., over whom we lay 
no claim \ with him» iir, I fiart at the 
propofal as at a fpedlre; and with his, 
flTy mini is too narrow to comprehend the 
reditude of the meafure ; and yet, per- 
iiaps, wc may not be juftly chargeable 
6 with 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



( « ) 

with all the narrownefs of mind that yoa 
would impute to us ; for though we do 
not prefume to hold the vantage-ground 
of the politician, yet are we not fo be- 
wildered with theconfiderations of profit 
and lofs, in the low province of the mere 
trader, as quite to lofe fight of the 
caufes that may conduce to the grandeur, 
ftability, and Safety of the Britiih em- 
pire. 

The old gentleman your friend, it 
fecms, has furnifhcd you *• with fome 
remarkable anecdotes concerning the 
fmuggling trade that the Americans car- 
ried on with the French and "^ Spaniards 
during the heat of the lad war, even to 
the fupplying them with fhips and mi- 
litary ftores for the deftreying the trade 
and fliipping of the mother country, and 
this in defiance of Mr. Secretary Pitt's 
circular letter to the governors of the 
provinces, forbidding fuch a ^raiterous 
cot'tcfpondence, and. infamous, traffic." 
He has likcwife informed you " from his 
own e:(periencei that we gaVe .a-;ljetter 
ifi^igc for their irOn,. hemp, flax.-Jced, 
;. fkins. 
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fltins, furs, lumt»er* and mofl other ar- 
ticle, than they could find in any other 
part of Europe i and that thefe colonifts 
took nothing fcarcely from us in return 
but what it was their intcreft to buy, 
even fuppofing tliem as independent of 
Great Britain as the flates of Holland, or 
any other people." 

■ - AH this may be very true, for ought I 
know j but all this exhibits the objcft in 
a view Co much under its real magnitude, 
that whether it is admitted, or whether 
it is denied, no proper concluiions can be 
drawn. 

Thisprojeift of a feparation is held up, 
I fuppdfe, as a threat to the Americans; 
it would go, as it feems, to thehurtof their 
pcltpy 'tratje ; it would likewife go to 
the' mating therU thfc moft wretched and 
nliferable people that ever were on the 
face of the globe. 

The words, that Tacitus puts into the 
iriouth of Petilius Cercalis, are fo appli- 
cable to the prefent ftate of Great Britain 
and her American colonies, that I muft 
beg icavc to cite them ; pul/ts Romanis, 
-B 2 fays 
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f^ys the hidorian, nihil aliud quam helU 
omnium inter Je gentium video j and if you 
arc at all acquainted with the hiilory of 
the time that intervened between the 
dilTolution of the Roman empiMC, and 
till the ftates of Europe became in fome 
degree fettled; (if, indeed, they are yet 
fettled, and if the prediflion of Ce- 
realis is not verifying at this hour) if you 
are at all acquainted with the great mi- 
fery brought on mankind, by that event; 
certainly you would be exceedingly cau- 
tious how you gave occafion for this tra- 
gical fcene to be played over again in 
America -, for moft certain I am, that 
the fame confequences would follow the 
meafure you recommend among a people 
differing in intereft, climate, religion* 
and manners ; the country every where 
overfpread too by a barbarous inhabitant 
who' has not yet forgot the ufe of the 
fcal ping- knife. 

There is the lefs occaGon to confider 

the detriment that this feparation would 

be of to the Americans, fince I fuppofe 

We are pretty well agreed here : you 

think 
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Uiink the ichetne would be detrimental 
to their trade i I think fo too. and that 
it would be dangerous to them as ft 
people. . 

The queftion fcems now to require, 
that we ihould confider the injury that ' 
Britain may receive from this reparation; 
and here I will beg leave to conllder the 
fubjed in a fomewhat different light ; I 
would wifh rather to confider the advan- 
tages that may accrue to Britain, and, 
indeed, to every part of her empire, from 
an union fupported by a proper conAitu- 
tion. And this way of confidering the 
queftion amounts to pretty much the 
fame thing ; as whoever deprives us of 
an advantage we have a right to expefl:, 
does us a real injury. 

It is requifite here, to confider the 
conftitutionon which this union is found- 
ed ; and as it is impoflible, at leail with 
me, to confider the various claims of the 
rcfpeflive colonies, refulting from their 
diiferent charters, I muft take the liberty 
to confider it as one conftitution, com- 
mon to them all ; and indeed if Britain 
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is flill to podefs thefe colonies, aiid you^ 
pen is not fated to deftroy the Briti^ 
empire in America, I. believe it. will, bo 
found neccflary to have them formed :un-i 
4er one: conftitution. 

And here I muft beg leave to hbpe 
^bat what I ihall fay, may not be taken 
to proceed from the. vairi conceit of pro^ 
pounding a plan : the qudlion before us 
requires this itep to be taken, fince be- 
fore we can properly judge of the pro- 
pofed reparation, we flio<ild know what it 
is that we are to feparate fromj <Jr are 
united whh. 

But it is time to er^amine the-mutaal 
advantages that may, by a proper confti- 
tution, accrue to Britain and the feveral 
conftituent parts of the Britifli empire; 
I fey the conftituent parts of the '^ritrlh 
empire, becaufe I do not much faflcy the 
name of colony, as I believe it generally 
implies fucb a fubjciSion to the power, 
and fuch a fubferviency to the intcreft 
of the ruling (late, as Britain never has, 
-or I believe deiires to exai^ ; the idea I 
would wifli to raife, is an idea of perfeft 
cqual- 
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equalityi lb far as intereft is concerned ; 
for with refpcfl to governmenly to be 
Aire there mull he a fuborditiatioih of 
one compact ftate, where the ft^'fetal con- 
ftituent parts fhould mutually fopport and 
adminifter to the good of the whole. 

There feems to be fomtthing exceed* 
ingly analogous in the progrefs that the 
conftitution of Britain has made to that 
ftate of perfcdion in which we now find 
it, and the fame courfe which it is to be 
hoped the conftitution of the Briti/h em- 
pire is now taking : the former (if you 
dcin't take into the account the interpo- 
fition of a benignant Providence) feems 
more the effeft of chance than dcfign ; ' 
mote a lucky hit, than the conlcquencc 
of any wcU-formed plan. A^d fo HtHe 
was the importance of civil liberty ge- 
nerally underftood, even at the clofe of 
the laft century, that I believe it is fcarce 
a doubt, but that had James 11. let alone 
the religion of his count-ry, he might 
have done what he had pleaftd with her 
conllitution. 

u 
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If we furvey the progrers of our Ame- 
rican col<Miie8, there fcems to be. the 
fame want of plan< — the courfe, indeed, 
has been rapid, but whether bounds or 
for what end. fcems totally to have been 
left out of the account. They were the 
children . formed for the day on which 
they were produced, without any regard 
to the future : the offspring of the whim 
and caprice of the prince or his miniftcr ; 
and the conHitutions of fome of them.fo 
amazingly abfurd, that we are left to 
wonder, without being able to account 
how they (hould have been formed by 
any man that was fober or in his lenfcs. 

We are faid, by fome means or otherj 
to have fuccecdcd pretty well, in pro- 
curing a conftitution for Britain ; what 
we now want is, a conftitution for the 
. Britilh empire,— and it is to be hoped 
there may be no difficulty to obtain it ; 
. as, like all other things that materially 
concern the interell of mankind, it of- 
fers itfelf to the plaincft underitanding i 
it is nothing more, than taking the con- 
fiitution of Britain, and applying it to 
the 
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Ac refpeflive provinces ; the: only diffi- 
culty that occurs, is, in giving to the 
members that compofe the upper houfc, 
which, I believfij in the language of the 
colonies, is (called the Council, that in- 
dependency that the. peers may be fup* 
pofed to poflefs here j and this, perhaps, . 
may be eiFetfted by anncxi-ng a high qua* 
lification and fome dignity to feats in that 
houfe, and by making the appointment 
continue for life. 

Ancxclufive power fliould be giveti to 
every province of railing their internal 
taxes themfelvQS; I fay internal taxes, 
more in conformity to a mode of fpeak- 
ing that prevails, than from its including 
any thing that is material ; for if internal 
and external taxes are not, as they have, 
been faid to be, a diftin(^ion without a 
difference, it is at leail a diftindion of 
no confequence, for if the tax really is, 
what is underftood by, external, there 
are methods of Great Britain's acquiring 
it, without injury to the conftitution of. 
the empire, fo long as the navigation aft, 
that great bulwark of the Aate, remains 
C ia« 
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inviolate. The tax upon tea; for rim 
Aance* that occaiions the prefent cla- 
mour, is an external tax, and it would 
have been as eafy for Britain to have le- 
vied this tax on the exportation of the 
tea from hence, as on the importatioa 
6f it in Amcrlc», with this only dif- 
Derence,. that it would have been done 
more for the interefl b£ Britain by the 
former method, as tiKe tax would havir 
been collefted with lels expence. 

TTie fapreme power of the Britiih par- 
liament over every part of the Britifli em- 
pire, i$ i poiition that it is abfurd to con- 
trovert. There may be occafions where 
it may be proper to eXcrt this power be- 
yond the commda limitations of the con- 
ftitution, but it is not in taxation that it 
ought to be exerted. It is not in the na- 
ture of things, or in the nature d" man, 
to give us leave to fuppofc that any coa- 
ftitntion can be formed for a ftate^ where 
there will not fometimes offences arife; 
when they db fo, and they are of that 
magnitude as not to be controuled by 
th« prdinary power of the eonftitution, 
then 
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^eah the time to call forth this fapreme 
|>Qwer i that is« extra- con flit utionaj, if I 
inay be allowed the expreflion.^Almofl: 
all free ftates have found it necelTary to 
poiTeis fjach a power— the oAracifm of 
the Grceki, the power of the didator in 
ihc S.omao government, and the bill of 
attainder in our own, are of this J^tnd ; 
-and whoever but for a moment confiders 
the nature of the British empire^ will fee 
the neceflity of fuch-an extraordinary 
power here: this is obvious from reafon, 
but experience likewife gives her fuffrage. 
Some years ago, vyhen parliament took 
^ca^n to animadvert on fome offeniive 
proceedings of the Auiericans, they found 
themfelves fo much at a lofs how to pro- 
C^^d^ that ^ey were obliged to turn back 
to an ob^Iete z& of Henry VIII. and had 
t^ey thought proper to have given tffiH 
to therefolutipas made at that time, they 
,would h»ve found the a& moll: miferably 
calculated to have anfwered their pur- 
.pofe i when, therefore, any part of the 
empire rcfufcs doing what there is a right 
Xo expert from it, or when it is guilty of 
C2 the 
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the ftill more rcprehe'nfible conduft of 
doing what may endanger the fafety of the 
whole, it is then neccffary that the par^ 
liament of Britain Ihould be furnifhed 
with fome more cffcftual method of pro- 
ceeding than it is at prefent in poffeffion 
of, otherwife a refolution of the two 
houfes will be a mere brutum fulmen. 

I would propofe here in ihftitution 
fomcthing fimilar to that which made 
part of the Roman conftitution, when 
the fenate, on extraordinary occafions> 
decreed, that the confuls, and thofe with 
pro-confular power, ihould take care 
that the ilate received no detriment; and 
to this vote of the two houfes of parlia- 
ment here, i would give the fame force 
that it had from the Roman fenate, that 
ss, that it ihould have power to fufpend 
every civil and every political inftitution 
in that province that gave occafion for 
the vote, and arm the magiftratcs, who, 
at that time, ihould have the care of it, 
with abfolute power. However, that no 
future Kirks and Jeiferies might be let 
loofe upon a people, the crown might 
have 
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have fome reftraint upon thefe magij*- 
trates. 

Though it may be abfurd to fuppofe 
that the whole Britifh empire (even but 
fuch as it is at this day) fhould be reprc- 
fented at Weftminfter, yet, perhaps, it 
might be the means of giving greater 
compaftnefs to the whole empire if every 
aHembly was allowed to furniOi one 
member to the houfe of commons ; to 
have a right to his feat for feven years, 
and after that time to fit till another 
Jhould be deputed in his ftead. 

The conftitution that Is approved of, 
ihould be the conftitution of the whole 
empire ; there can be no local peculiar- 
ities that ihould make it good for one 
and worfe for another : neither ought it 
to be confined to America, but in every 
other part of the world, where a terri- 
tory belonging to the crown of Great 
Britain may be important enough to me- 
rit its being declared by a vote of parlia- 
ment, to conftitute a part of the Britifh 
empire, that vote Qiould give it a right 
to the common conftitution j neither is 
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it to be conceived, tbat oa any part o£ 
the globe where man is in a ftate of cl- 
vjUzation, he fliould he fp peculiarly 
formed as to bt: incapable of a ration^ 
freedom, 

ThiK every province would form ^ 
little eropire wiithiq ixCtU, HohjeSt to its 
jpvpn laws, and ohedicot to its own regu- 
lations f like a fmaller {y£Um in ths 
ronflruj^on of the Moirerfe, th^t wbilft 
it iccmfi oa\y to regard its own center, is 
aduated by that common principle that 
fuftains the whole, which wWlA it regu- 
lates all the motloRG jieculiar to that fyf- 
$cm, at -the fame time zpakes it fubfer- 
vicBt to a higher fc^eme, and J>ends it 
about one common centre, where Great 
Britain is.placed with power and dignity 
40 controul the whole. 

We have thu3 confidered the confli- 
4utio!n of the 3ritiOi empire, which was 
the ilep nece^ary to be ;taken before we 
fould be.enabled properly to judge of this 
|>i;opofed reparation. It remains now to 
<onfidcr what effiba the 3ritifti empirje 
ihus conflituted, may have on Great Bri.- 
tain. 
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lain* the mother ftatc. And here there 
ate three principal conlldcrations that of- 
fer ihemfclves W our view : the firft is, 
what effcft it may have on our trade, by 
v^hich I mean our manufa^ures and our 
internal produce j the fecond, the tffeSt 
it may have on our commerce ; and the 
third, the e^e£t it may have on our po- 
litical conAitution. 

It has been fOr fome time the praiSice 
with every ftate of Europe, particularly 
to attend to what relates to the trade of 
their refpeftive dominions ; and fo fully 
are they fen(ible of the importance of, 
this object, and with fuch eagle eyes i» 
it furveyed, that unlefs it be in articles of 
neceffity, fuch as is corn, which fupcr- 
cedes the force of ediifl«, for there is a 
necelTity that men jQiQuld eat; but in 
other articles of trade, fuch as are Am- 
ply of manufadtnre, they will take elpe-. 
cial care that you {hould gain no great 
profit from your intercourfc with them ; 
— if you furvey what is now going for- 
ward in Europe, and what has lately been 
tranfa^ed in this way, you will be con- 
vinced 
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Winced of this truth} particularly, if you 
confider the condud of Portugal: but 
this you will fay is unjuft, and contrary 
to treaties.— With refpe^ to injuftice, we 
do not feem inclined to obtain redrefs ; 
and with refpe£t to treaties, they give no 
fecurity at this day :-^to fay the truth, it 
feems to be expe<Sing too much to have 
the power of giving law to the trade of 
a kingdom not abfolutely dependent on 
our own, and even too much if it was 
fo. 

As matters are now circumAanced, it 
feems as if the induftry of a people would 
iind no exercife but in that intercourfe 
that may prevml among the feveral parts 
of the fame empire, and in this view. 
Great Britain feems peculiarly happy, for 
her empire is eftabliflied in all the quar- 
ters of the globe : in every latitude, and 
in alt climates, flie furnifhes nothing but 
what her provinces want, and Ihe fcarce 
wants any thing but what they produce. 
—This is the life of trade, that is found- 
ed in mutual wants ; in what part of the 
empire this intercourfe may produce the 
greatert: ' 
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greatest opulence is not very material to 
enquire, it will be, I believe, neither in 
Great Britsin or America; it will be in 
that country that produces the nioft of 
the natural produ^ions to be ufed in ma- 
Bufaflures, and where the induftry of 
mankind can be moft happily exerted in 
■forming them : the dominions dependent 
on the crowji of Great Britain in Afia, 
exhibit advantages in this way, that it 
would be idle in any other country to lay 
claim to. 

Complaint has been made, that the ma- 
nufaflures of this country hurt the ma- 
nufactures of Britain; but the complaint 
feems not properly undcrftood : — as this 
country is happily within the Britifh em- 
pire, regulations may be mad?, (o that it 
does not materially prejudice the manu- 
fadturcs of Britain ; but it would have 
been the ruin 'of fome of them, had it 
been in the hands of any other European 
ftate, fines whoever is poflcfTcd of this 
country may give law to the manufac- 
tures of the world, where cotton is tho 
bafis. 

D And 
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And here we may be allowed to ad- 
mire the fortune of Britain ; — whiKl in 
the lail: war her. attention was turned, 
and her flrength principally exerted in 
the Weft : it was in the Eaft that the 
country was contefted, that moft mate- 
rially cffeaed her. Her enemy had every 
advantage; but to counterai^t thefe ad- 
vantages on the part of the enemy, and 
this negleA on the part of Britain, there 
appeared a number of men that exhi- 
bited fuch a difplay of military and po- 
litical abilities, as were, perhaps, never 
produced by this or any other country^ 
at one time : thefe abilities gave this em< 
pire to Britain, which on every other 
conlideration Ihe ought to have loft. 

Though it may be impoillble precifely 
to afcertain the refpeflive advantages that 
the feveral parts of the empire may re- 
ceive from this intercourfe, yet one may 
venture to fay, that from the advantages 
that Britain receives from the navigation 
a£t, that palladium of the empire, (to 
ufe an cxprefiion 1 have heard attributed 
to a gentleman lately diftinguiftied among 
usj 
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us) and from that Tpirit of induftry and 
enterprize that is found In her people, 
that on a general ilateoient the balance 
may be found in her favour j and this, 
perhaps, is as much as may be required, 
for there arc fome that think, that in an 
empire like ours, Britain may have too 
much trade and too much opulence : 
hence the opinion that is every where fo 
freely given, that we over-trade ourfelves. 
—There feems to be no reafon for thcfc 
apprehcnfions : a ftate cannot have too 
much trade, or too much opulence, where 
the trade is not forc,ed by unnatural me* 
thods, and the opulence is only procured 
by induftry. If induflry produces too 
. much wealth by one way, that wealth 
will produce eifefts, that will difcharge 
the wealth. by other ways; there is ati 
action and re-adlion here, fomething like 
what anatomifts tell us there is in the . 
heart, which, at the fame time that- it 
receives the blood by fome channels; 
throws it back again by others j which 
indead of being the deftrudion of the 

D 2 noble 
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noble organ employed, creates a brilfc ctr- 
culation that gives life and vigour to the 
whole frame. 

The ftate of the trade between Ame* 
rica and Britain that you mention, and 
which I have recited in the beginning of 
this Letter, from the articles that com- 
pofe it, mud be the trade of fome of the 
northern colonies^ where there being do 
flaple, the trade cannot be very great, 
and that, I fuppofe, againftus; but the 
fouthern colonies having valuable ftaples, 
the cafe is reverfed: you will therefore 
obferve that America may be ufeful to 
Britain, both in what (he gives, and in 
what fhe takes away. 

Per damna • • 

Dusit opes ■ , 

There is an anima mcdica in the body 
politic, as well as in the natural body, 
which it is almoft always fafeft to truft to : 
temperance is the fupport of the latter, 
as feme general wife regulations arc of 
the former : a too fedulous attention to 
minute circum fiances, which it may be 
fup- 
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foppofcd we do not always fully com- 
prehend, is hurtful to both. If thefe 
general regulations are favourable to the 
juft rights of mankind, they will natu- 
rally call forth their induftry, which will 
be exerted till it attains that point that 
h ought to arrive at, and where it ought 
to flop : to attempt to force it further is 
the empiricifm of politics.— Almoft all 
bounties arc in this way.— Things will 
proportion themfeWes if you will let them 
alooe, and they will do it with a pred- 
ion and accuracy that it is vain to exped 
from the inierpofition of men. 

I have faid that a flate cannot be toO' 
opulent when its wealth is only obtained 
by induftry ; but if a flate receives any 
confiderableinfluxofwealth, by means not 
dependent upon induftry, that ftate muft 
inevitably be ruined. It would be eafy^ 
dcmonftrabiy to (hew, that this confe- 
quence follows. Bat the time will not 
admit J we are got into a fubjedl that 
would require a well digefted ireatife, 
and is fcarce proper for this Letter that 
muft be the hafty produftion of a day. 
—When 
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i— When the advantages that Britain de- 
rives from the Eail Indies are mentioned, 
it furpafles the fuffrance of all patience 
to hear enumerated (vi^hich is almoft al- 
ways done) among other advantages* the 
benefit that has accrued to her from the 
introdudion of private wealth :. by which 
is principally underftood the wealth ac- 
quired by rapine. They tell you of a 
whoifome provifion made for the ftate* 
at the fame time that they have admi- 
niilered the moft deadly poifbn : it is 
hoped that this was done under fuch pe- 
culiar circumftances, that the guilt pro- 
du&ive of the meafure may not juftly be 
imputed to the nation : but if it ihould. 
we need not fear the fcourge of a vindic- 
tive Providence. The wealth thus in- 
troduced will pay the full wages of the 
iniquity. 

I wi(h to apply what I have faid to 
every part of the Britifh empire in all 
parts'of the world, or there would have 
been no reafon to have mentioned this 
danger, as Hkely to happen from our 
union with America: It can happen from 
our 
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Dur union with any country but by two 
ways ; the one is by the working of mines 
containing the precious metals, the other 
is by an oppreffive conduift. Britain 
having none of thefe mines in her em- 
pire, the danger is flopped by the firft 
way J by the fccond, it is flopped by her 
conflitution. It is faid, that care is taken 
that we ihould not again experience this 
evil from the Eafl Indies, but it feems as 
if no effedlual care 'could be taken, till 
by the introduction of the Britifh confli- 
tution we impower the country to take 
care of itfclf. 

We have thus confidered the queftion 
in the way that it may affed trade j the 
fubjedl is intricate : and though we can- 
not here accurately flatc all the advan- 
tages and difadvantages that offer them- 
fclvcs for our confidcration j yet, in the 
main, it is hoped it may appear, that it 
is the union, and not the reparation of 
Britain and America, that will prom'ote 
trade. 

We proceed now to confider this quef- 
tion, as it may affcdl commerce j and 
here 
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here thare U no difficulty, for though 
nature may have fet limits to cm- trade, 
fhe has fet none to our commerce, which 
may be, under the confiitutipn we have 
meotiooed, as great as can be conceived, 
even to the making it (if the proper ad- 
vantage is taicen of our fituation) the 
commerce of the world. This ib forci- 
bly ftrikes with convidioA the mind of 
every one who at all attends to this fub- 
je^, that we will make no further ftay 
here than only to obferve, that as a ma- 
ritime force muft be the fccurity of this 
empire, commerce, in furnilhing men 
and fliipping, furnifhes the eflential rc- 
quifites for this force, which force, with- . 
out being furniflied in the way of com- 
merce, it is ift vain for any ftate to expefl. 
If your book Hiould bring to pafs the 
fepacation you rccommetjd, the enemies 
of Britain may fay of the dean of Glou- 
ceflcr, what Hannibal is reported to have 
iaid of the conful iBmilius, when he or- 
dered the cavalry to difmount at the 
battle of Canox, ** I had rather he had 
de- 
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delivered them up to me, bound hand 
ahd foot:" 

The laft thing to be confidcred, is how 
this union of Britain with America may 
affeifi the fecurities of our political con- 
ftitution. 

The old gentleman, your friend, to 
whom this propofed feparation appeared 
fb itrange* was unacquainted, it feems, 
with the hiftory of the rife and fall of 
empires : and what if he had been ever 
fo well inftruded on. this fubjcft? He 
might, indeed, have been acquainted with 
the revolutions that have happened in two 
or three great empires that have arifen 
and fallen in the courfe of the world j but 
this' wonderful knowledge would have 
ferved him no better, Jn judging of your 
propofal, than his knowledge, if he had 
it, of the revolutions of Jupiter's fatel- 
lites. To the experience of hiftory, he 
might have joined the inftruftion of phi- 
lofophers ; ftill it would have - been the 
experience and inftruftion on a different 
thing. The world was never acquainted 
with any thing in any degree limllar to 
£ the 
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the Britidi empire, therefore from what 
has happened to the empires of which 
we have had any knowledge, no confe- 
quences with relped to the Britiih empire 
can be drawn. 

Men are apt to believe, becanfe they 
think they have obfervcdi that there is 
Something of the fame principle of in- 
creafe and decay in the body politic, a» 
in the natural body, which proceeds from 
infancy to yoath, from youth to man- 
hood, 'till it arrives at that point which 
nature has allotted fw its utmofl; per- 
fedlon ; from which it declines through 
every ftage of debility and weaknefs, 'till 
It comes to its dilTolatioo. We know 
the fad lot of humanity, and know that 
thus it muft neccHarily be : but the po- 
litical body is not nnder the laws of in- 
vincible neceility; effe&s here proceed 
from human operations, and are accu- 
rately deducible from the caufes that pro- 
duce them. The conftitution of Rome, 
for inflancc, was mofl; admirably formed 
for the obtaining of empire, therefore {he 
obtained it : it was moft wretchedly form- 
ed 
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ed either for fecuriog her own freedom, 
or die duration of the empire* therefore 
Rome was enflaved, and the empire to- 
tally fubverted ; and fo oppreflive was her 
condudt to the provinces, that you may 
find, fir, that they dated their happinefs 
from the fubrerfion of the republic ; and 
this gives no equivocal proof of the bad- 
nefs of her government, when the intro- 
du£kion of a military defpotifm was found 
a happiniefs. 

As there is no rea^n to prediA the 
ctiiTclution of the Britifh empire from 
longevity, fo neither can that event be 
looked for from the magnitude of her 
empire : whatever is faid by Montefquieu 
and others againfl: too cxtenlive a domi- 
nion, is faid on a date's holding diftant 
provinces by a forced fubje<ftion t and 
therefore does not apply itfelf here, as 
Britain does not defire to hold her em- 
pire under a forced fubjedion, at Icaft I 
am fore it is what fhe ought not to de- 
fire. The declaration you would have 
made, that the colonies fiiould be free 
and independent, is oifered uoder a de- 
E 2 ccitful 
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ceitful appearance, as they never can be 
fo free and independent as whilft they- rcr 
main conftituent parts of the BritiQi em- 
pire i nor will there ever be wanting a 
principle fufHciently flrong to hold thq 
whole empire compaftly together, whilft 
felf-intereil is found a leading principle 
in the human bread. 

Nor is the empire lefs happily form,- 
ed for fecuring her own duration, thai;t 
for continuing to us our free conftitn- 
tion.— Under this conftitutlon the em- 
pire has grown up ; under this conHitK- 
tion it can be alone fupportcd ; deftroy 
it» and it is evident you deftroy that 
principle that can alone hold it toge- 
ther j and its fevcral parts deprived of 
their proper attrat^ion, will immediately 
fly off, in a thoufand different diredions* 
as their interefl: or fancy may direct. 
The fame things, in politics as in phy- 
£cs, are often found* to be reciprocally 
both caufe and cffc& :— the provinces 
are free becaufe Great Britain is free ; to 
fay Great Britain is free, becaufe the pro- 
vinces are fo, may not, perhaps, be Arid- 
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]y allowable} as ihe was in polTelHon of 
this freedom before ihe knew the pro- 
vinces i but they may be confidcred as 
caufes, as they promote and fecurc the 
continuance of this freedom. In this 
view, the larger the empire is, the 
ilronger fecurity is given for a continu- 
ance of the liberty of Britain, and of 
.every part of the empire ; as great hoo- 
dies are not fo caGly overturned as fmall 
ones. 

Thus, fir, I have endeavoured to (hew, 
that your propofal of a feparation be- 
tween Great Britain and her American 
polonies, muft be ruinous to America ; 
that confidering them as united under 
one common conflitution, which in a 
very great degree they are at prefent, 
tho' not fo perfedly fo as might be wish- 
ed, this union is favourable to the trade 
of Britain, that it forms the bafis of her 
commerce, and gives fecurity to the free- 
dom of her conftitutton. And I would, 
beg leave to apply what I have faid more 
particularly to you, as fupporting the 
{;hara£ter of a minifter of the gofpel, 
and 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



( JO ) 

tnd confeqaentljr of a citizen of the 
world ; I would wi(h to point out the 
profpcfl that the Britifii empire holds 
out, for promoting the happinefs of man- 
kind, for fecuring their religious liber- 
ticG and civil rights. 

You know, fir, that we have been 
gracioully made to hope, that a ftate in 
this world {hould be prepared more fa- 
vourable for mankind, than any ^ey 
have yet experienced} let us hope, fir, 
that under the aufpices of this empire it 
may be prepared. And here give me 
leave to wifli, that the pure uncorrupted 
•religion of the gofpcl might be- the reli- 
gion of the empire, that from this ele- 
vation it might illuminate the world, and 
difpel thofe clouds with which fcepti- 
cifm, by the aid of political religion on 
the one hand, and fanaticifm, by the 
aid of fuperflition on the other, have 
darkened the human underftanding. 

Under this ftatc it may be foppofcd, 

that there will be fanciful men who may 

choofc to be wife above what is written ; 

but if they have not the adroitnefs (as 

tbcy 
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tbey heretofore have had) to engage the 
civil magiftrate a> a party in their dif- 
putes, their conteils will never become 
extenfively mifchievous, nor will the 
bulk of mankind endure, lb as to make 
it a matter of any great coofcquence^ 
that a practical inftitution* given us a» 
a rule for our life and manners here, and 
a iqundation for our hopei hereafter, 
ihould be made a jTubjed for metaphy- 
Itcal jargon, and fenfelefs difputes. 

It may happen that the conjedures of 
tbefe men may be fome of them abfurd, 
ibme of them impious, and, taken toge- 
ther, contradidory to each other ; but 
the liberty of free enquiry depiands that 
they ihould be indulged, that they fhould 
be allowed to inftru^ and amufe, per- 
plex and plague themfelve^, and thofe 
who choofe to attend to them ; — but in 
the name of common fenfe, fir* let not 
civil government fo far depart from the 
jnft purpoie of its iuftitution, as to give 
the reveries of theie men, the fandion of 
diis ftate, by ingrafting them into the 
code of the coniUtution. 

8 I can- 
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I cantiot conclude without expreffing" 
the concern 1 feel for the refentment that 
appears among us, at the hte njifbeha- 
viour of the Americans ; without, T think, 
making the proper allowance for the rca- 
ftfn that has been given for it. There is 
not, I believe, a fingle perfon in the 
Britiih dominions but who will readily 
confefs, that the proceedings of govern- 
ment, with refpeft to America, have 
been reprehcnfible. — When the Stamp-' 
A&i took place, one part of the king- 
dom juflified, whilft the other part cen- 
fared the conduct of adminiflrationj on 
the repeal of the Stamp-A£t, the two 
parts changed places, and the juflifiers 
became the cenfurers : and left there 
might be a few to whom this doing and 
undoing might be acceptable, and who 
.would be thankful for peace, fay what- 
ever ilovenly means obtained; it was 
thought proper to difoblige tbefe men 
too, for no fooner was the deHrable tran- 
quillity in fome degree rcftored, but re- 
courfe was ioimediatcly had again to this 
offending mode of taxation : and now 
' that 
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that the houfe is thus fet on fire, wc af- 
feift to wonder that it fhould burn. 

It is much to be wifhed, that a veil 
could be caft over mcafures, that have 
been fo conduced, that an impartial ob' 
fcrver would be at a Icfs to determine on 
which fide the Atlantic to impute the 
greated blame. And that this Ihould be 
effeftcd, not by bungling temporary 
meafures, of undoing to-day what was 
done ycfterday, nor by paying the Eaft- 
India company for a cargo of tea j but 
by the formation of a conftitution for the 
Britilh empire, which, at the fame time 
that it provided for the proper and necef- 
fary pre-emineoce of Britain, might be 
ihade to preferve the Juft rights of a free 
people to the provinces ; and to hand 
down the Britifh empire as one compatft 
body, with honour, liability, and fafety 
to the lateft pofterity. 

If the prcfent bill now depending in 
parliament for blocking up the port of 
Bollon, contains the whole intention of 
government relative to America, itfeems 
. to be one of thofc temporary expedients, 
which, whether ufed in public affair?, 
F or 
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Or private concerns, feldom fail finally to 
terminate in difgracej that it will fuc- 
ceed for the prefent purpofe I have not 
the leaft doubt ; for if there is a grain 
of underftanding with the party at Bof- 
ton, they will not bring things to extre- 
mities at prefent j it is an experiment 
that they can make but once in their 
lives, and 1 {hould think they would 
choofe to make it with a fairer profpedl 
of fuccefs than they have at prefent ; 
and the mini{ler would do well to bear 
in mind, that when the opportunity of- 
fers, the occafion will not be wanting, 
which th; prefent anarchy in the confti- 
tution of the colonies will always readily 
adminifter. — The meafure that procures 
the prefent peace fliould guard againft 
the future danger; and this fcems at- 
tainable by no other way than that of 
forming an equitable conftitution for the 
Britifh empire. 

The objeflion, that the prefent time 
. is not fuitable for a revifal of the Ame- 
rican charters, fcems not very properly 
made j fince the queftion is not about 
fuiting the time to the meafure ; the 
mea- 
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meafure as it happens, having beea 
brought to the time; and though the 
time in fome inftances may not be fo fa- 
vourable for the undertaking as might 
be withed, (chiefly owing, I fuppofc, to 
the miferable dilTentions that' prevail 
among ourfelvcs,) yet in other very ma- 
terial inftances, it could never have been 
more favourable.— It is not likely that 
we ftiould receive any interruption in 
this bufinefs from the powers of Europe ; 
and this is a circumflance of the greateil 
importance ; for if it has been with rea- 
ibn objected to the enemies of Britain, 
(and I have fotncwhcre or other fcen 
the objedlion made) that they were not 
fufficicntly careful to prevent the union 
of England with Scotland; the objedlion 
muft be much more forcibly urged, on 
their unconcernedly fuffering a conftitu- 
tional union of the British empire ; the 
latter event muft be more deftrudive to' 
their ambitious fchemes (if yet they have 
them) than ever the former was; though, 
undoubtedly, that was fo in a very 
great degree ; for if the Britifli empire 
could be made to aifl as one compaft 
body 
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body, whicH, if pr6perly united, I fap- 
pofe it might / it would D6t only be fu- 
perioT to the infolts from a- family com- 
pact, : bat as it fliould feem * frqm a- con- 
federacy of th^ world. Add to this, ih^t 
our .army arid navy are at prefent -equal 
to any fervicc the public may require of 
them i and the prince on the throne has 
no. other ofcjeft in view, but that of pro- 
moting the commoa happinefs of all 
his people. 

I have now gone through what I farad 
to offer on your propofal of a feparation 
between Great Britain and her Ameri- 
can colonies. My letter is longer than. 
I expcfted it would hare been, when I 
fat down. On looking back, I have to 
fear, that the hafty produftion of one 
lyho' never wrote -for the prefs may be 
too izjcorreft i and that I may have failed 
iniatiy inftance in that refpei^ -with 
wJikh, 

I am, &c. 



F I N I 
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